
A five-member team of East St. Louis District 189 leaders tasked with turning the once 
struggling school system into a place where students can thrive and grow has been honored 
by the Illinois State Board of Education.
 
Members of the District 189 Office of School Turnaround -- Devon Horton, Jennifer Brumback, 
Roshanda Johnson, Lelon Seaberry and Lauren Thomas -- were selected to receive the ISBE’s 
Those Who Excel award in the team category. The State Board of Education presents awards 
in three levels of recognition: Award of Excellence, Award of Merit and Award of Recognition. 
The District 189 team earned the highest honor – the Award of Excellence.
 
“I charged Deputy Superintendent Devon Horton with developing a system for managing and 
monitoring progress in key areas of importance across the building and district level,” said 
District 189 Superintendent Arthur Culver. “This systemization was critically important for us 
as a means to inspect what we expect on a regular basis.”
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“Devon Horton and his Office of School Turnaround team is systematically changing our culture to one that values the use of 
data to drive instruction and that values coaching and public practice,” Culver continued. “This team is providing intensified 
supports to building administrators and the framework by which they can lead their staff in producing transformative whole 
school outcomes.”
 
Illinois State Superintendent Tony Smith said the District 189 Office of School Turnaround is a great example of what can be 
accomplished through organization and determination. “The Those Who Excel award recipients show us how educators can 
unite communities and change students’ lives. These educators showcase the dynamic work happening in schools across 
Illinois,” said Smith. “Their efforts make the difference for students. I cannot thank our educators and educational leaders 
enough.”

Horton, Deputy Superintendent at District 189, said he and his teammates are thrilled to receive accolades. However, he 
added that the reason his team has been successful is because it has helped to give East St. Louis School District students 
the opportunity to be successful.

“Our daily work is all about ensuring that students receive high quality instruction,” Horton said. “For our team with the Office 
of School Turnaround, this is accomplished by supporting a competent and growth-focused teaching staff. While the award 
commends our systems-level work, the end-user or benefactor of our efforts is not the district or teacher, it is the student.”

Candidates for Those Who Excel recognition are nominated by local school district leaders and members of school 
communities. A committee of peers, organized by ISBE, chooses the award winners. The committee includes representatives 
from statewide education organizations, as well as former award winners.

ISBE honored the outstanding educators at a banquet on Saturday, October 28, at the Bloomington-Normal Marriott Hotel and 
Conference Center in Normal. The 235 honorees included educators from across multiple categories, including classroom 
teachers, school administrators, and student support personnel.

Sydney Stigge Kaufman, Director of Strategic Partnerships for District 189, said the success of the Office of School Turnaround 
is inspirational to everyone who works to make the school system a better place.

“We are elated that the Illinois State Board of Education is recognizing the profound impact of our District 189 Office of School 
Turnaround,” Stigge Kaufman said. “Our district’s motto for this year is ‘Committed to Excellence’ and ISBE has recognized our 
improved teacher effectiveness and substantive student academic improvement by bestowing the highest honor - the Those 
Who Excel Award of Excellence to the Office of School Turnaround.” 
 
Culver said the mission of the team – and of every employee of District 189 – is only starting to be realized.
 
“We believe that students can be successful in a rigorous academic program,” said Culver. “Their zip code will not determine 
their destiny.”
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• PARCC composite attainment data has nearly doubled 
between 2015 to 2017

• East St. Louis Senior High School 4-year graduation rate has 
steadily increased from 59% in 2012 to 77% in 2017

• Freshmen on Track rate has increased from 70% in 2016 to 
80% in 2017

• College ACT scores have increased from 15.1 in 2016 to 16.1 
in 2017 and SAT scores increased from 809 to 824 in the 
same time period

• District college enrollment rate (students enrolling in 
college within 12 months of high school graduation) 
increased from 47% in 2014 to 59% in 2017

• District college persistence rate (percentage of those who 
entered college one year then returned the second year) 
increased from 51% in 2016 to 61% in 2017

Data Digs
District 189 Closing the Achievement Gap [Illinois Report Card data]

{Photo credit to Troy Anthony.]
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Emerson 
Excellence 
in Teaching

Zandra Joshua-Davis, first grade 
teacher at Bush Elementary School, 
has been recognized through the 
Emerson Excellence in Teaching 
Awards Program. She, along with other 
recognized outstanding teachers from 
the region, were honored during an 
awards ceremony and reception at the 
Ritz-Carlton in Clayton, Missouri. 

Ms. Joshua-Davis adds the Emerson 
Excellence in Teaching Award to 
her growing list of recognitions. She 
was also recognized as a District 189 
Teacher of the Year in 2017.

Zandra Joshua-Davis 
Bush Elementary School
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Open Enrollment and Insurance Transition
Now through December 31, 2017 is open enrollment! During this time you can 
make changes regarding insurance benefits. All enrollment and/or changes 
need to be submitted to HR by December 31. Please contact Sharla Randolph 
from the HR team at 618-646-3067 or sharla.randolph@estl189.com. 

Effective January 1, 2018 the District will transition from Aetna group health 
insurance to Blue Cross Blue Shield. Be sure to be on the lookout for your new 
insurance cards. The cards will be mailed to your home address in December. 
(The HR Department must have the correct, current address on file for you.) If 
you have any questions, please contact the Human Resources Department. 
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Save the Date: 
Career 

Recruitment Fair
The 2018 East St. Louis School District 
189 Career Recruitment Fair will be held 
on Saturday, March 24, 2018, from 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. at East St. Louis 
Sr. High School. The fair will include 
on-site interviews for the vacancies for 
the upcoming school year. All directors, 
administrators, and staff members 
will represent their campuses or 
departments. See you there!

Illinois 5 Essentials Survey
The Illinois State Board of Education 
(ISBE) will again administer the Illinois 
5Essentials Survey this year. Teachers, 
students, and parents will be able to 
complete the survey December 5, 
2017 through January 31, 2018. The 
5Essentials Survey will be available at no 
cost for all participants. The 5Essentials 
Survey provides school districts with 
detailed data on school culture and 
climate by inquiring into five leading 
areas for school improvement. The data 
from the survey will also be published 
on the Illinois State Report Card.

Get your flu shot still in 2017!
Did you know with Aetna, your flu shot is $0 if you go to an in-network 
doctor or pharmacy? Members can access a full list of participating 
providers and pharmacies by logging in towww.aetna.com and clicking on 
“Find a Doctor”>”Find a Pharmacy”>”Search for: ‘Find a Flu Shot/Vaccine 
Provider’”>”Go”
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Coming Soon: 
New Leaders Professional 
Development

District 189 will soon launch a targeted 
professional development program in 
school leadership. 

Designed for current building 
administrators, district leaders, teacher 
leaders as well as aspiring leaders, 
the professional development series 
will be provided by New Leaders 
for New Schools. To help bridge the 
achievement gap, they will help our 
leaders develop transformational 
practices and execute proven 
strategies for student success. 

If you want to get a jump start, put 
Breakthrough Principals: A Step-
by-Step Guide to Building Stronger 
Schools on your reading list.

Building the 
Teacher Pipeline: 
Teacher Residency Program
District 189 has been awarded a $5.8 million grant by the U.S. Department 
of Education! A significant portion of funds are designated to launch our 
own Urban Educator Teacher Residency Program to help develop the next 
generation of educators. 

Specific for District 189, this program will recruit potential new teachers 
(education undergraduates from SIUE and qualified applicants for a NLU 
Masters in Teaching degree) and match them with one of our own master 
teachers for mentoring. Partnered with their master teacher for 3-4 days per 
week, these next generation educators will learn first hand how to be an 
effective educator in our schools. We anticipate that many of these teacher 
residents will be qualified to then fill District 189 hiring vacancies after they 
successfully complete their residency program! 
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Brain Breaks

Brain breaks can be used to energize a 
group after lunch or calm your class down 
before classwork and tests. They can be 
used strategically to improve behavior and 
attention while also strengthening class 
cohesion. 

Wondering where to start? Go Noodle 
provides fun videos & music for your 
students to move around to. https://www/
gonoodle.com/ 

Quote to PondeR
“No significant learning 
occurs without a 
significant relationship.”

On January 3, 2018, building leaders 
and staff will participate in curriculum 
and instructional focused professional 
development. Teachers and building 
leaders will explore up to date content 
specific information and take back ideas to 
their classroom. Topics in this full
day institute will include:

• PARCC Practice Assessments
• Research Simulation Tasks - Writing
• Is Rigor Just a Buzzword?
• Differentiation in the Classroom
• Tasks in the Math Classroom to Increase 

Rigor
• Science and Engineering Practices
• The Social Science Triad
• Constructing Social Science Lessons
• Using PLATO for SAT Assessment Practice
• Science, Social Science and Encore 

Curriculum Exploration
• What does ELL look like in District 189?
• Technology Tips and Questions
• Interactive Notebooking



Hour of Code

During Computer Science Education Week, December 4-10, 2017, School District 189 engaged our students in the Hour of Code as a part of 
our CS For All project with the CTE program. The primary goal was to introduce our students to computer science and STEM-related fields.  

Many of our administrators and teachers launched the Hour of Code in their respective buildings with great enthusiasm.  They have signed 
up for the Hour of Code movement, which is an awesome experience for our students. Educators have also attended training sessions and 
received valuable resources that promote computer science, coding, and innovative uses of technology rooted in STEM.

Many teachers have signed up their classes using Code.org, where students can login and complete coding activities. Teachers can also  
use Clever to access Code.org. When students are home, they can access Clever and Code.org through the district website. 

The Technology Department kept track of student usage daily during Computer Science Education Week using Clever and other data 
sources. The students identified with the most time logged on Code.org with active use of the Hour of Code coding programs will receive 
special recognition and awards.

Please check out this video and the code.org website for more information.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KsOIlDT145A

Let’s continue School District 189’s efforts to expose our students to computer science and STEM fields!
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District 189 continues to build technology initiatives that promote state of the art technology, 
computer science, cybersecurity, and STEM awareness. During the 2016 school year, District 
189 forged partnerships with organizations within the region that exposed our students to 
STEM fields like cyber security.  After a successful CyberPatriot Summer Camp, our students 
were invited to compete in the Hacktoberfest Competition held at the Midwest Cyber Institute 
on Saturday, October 21, 2017. The cybersecurity competition, geared towards middle and 
high school students, was hosted by the Military Cyber Professionals Association (MCPA) and 
the Midwest Cyber Center (MC²).

Seven Teams made up of 26 students from Lincoln Middle School, Mason-Clark Middle 
School, and East St. Louis Sr. High School competed against other teams in the region to test 
and expand cybersecurity skills and awareness. Eight Technology Leader Teachers served 
as mentors for their teams and parents also attended the event.  Students were challenged 
with online safety questions, cybersecurity related puzzles, offense and defense computer 
challenges, solving codes, and cyber trivia. Sophomores James Taylor, Janasha Paige, Kaelei 
Williams, and Corey Wallace earned a 3rd place award in the Hacktoberfest Competition.

On October 26, 2017, School District 189’s Technology Leader Program received recognition 
from Scott Air Force Base and the Midwest Cyber Center during the annual Cyber Awareness 
Month Banquet. Fourteen students received certificates with their parents in attendance.

Sophomore James Taylor and his mother, Alexandra Taylor, along with Marla Byrd, Sr. 
Technology and Data Specialist, were special guests of Air Force General Darren McDew, 
Keynote Speaker, at the banquet.

District 189 Students Build 
Cyber Security Awareness with Honors



Student Spotlights

Seven Career and Technical Education (CTE) culinary students participated in the Platinum Chef competition on October 25, 2017. The East St. 
Louis Senior High students won numerous awards, including Best of Competition, Best Entrée, Best Dessert, Best Oral Presentation of Dishes 
(Edgar Jones), Best Presenter (Edgar Jones), Team MVP (Edgar Jones) and Competition MVP (Edgar Jones).
 
As a result of the competition wins, two students (Edgar Jones and Marvion Dean) were offered jobs from Beast Craft BBQ and Seafood by 
Crushed Velvet.
 
The competition team included Marvion Dean, Traviona Denzmore, Shandreya Hill, Edgar Jones, Jaimyla Jones, James Young and Sincere 
Brown. The team is coached by Andrea Wilson-Vickers, Culinary Arts Teacher in the Career and Technical Education Department.

East St. Louis Senior High School’s student-athlete Tatiana Routt has been 
honored as a Wendy’s High School Heisman winner. Tatiana is a senior and 
is in the second year of the Running Start program, a partnership between 
District 189 and Southwest Illinois College which allows exceptional students 
to complete the requirements to get their high school diploma and to earn an 
associate’s degree at the same time. She is on pace to complete the program 
in May.
 
“Tatiana is intelligent, focused, and committed to her goals,” said Dr. Teresa 
Williams, former Director of College and Career Readiness at District 189. “She 
has made the transition from high school to college as a high school student 
look effortless while balancing her course load, extra-curricular activities and 
work. She is one of a kind, and it has been a pleasure working with her.”
 
Tatiana has had her eye on her education beyond high school for a long time. 
In 2015, she participated in the Washington University College Prep Program 
where she attended science labs and writing workshops as part of the intensive 
higher education preparation program that teaches students how to perform 
academically and socially at the next level of their education.
 
“Tatiana is a beautiful young lady with a bright future,” noted Audrey Jackson-
Luster, Student Transition Interventionist at East St. Louis Senior High 
School.  “She has everything it takes to be successful, such as intelligence, 
perseverance, focus and great character.  Therefore, it came as no shock to me 
that she would be chosen as the Wendy’s Heisman School Winner.” Jackson-
Luster continued to add, “I have full confidence that Tatiana will continue to make the most of her educational opportunities.”

Students must have at least a 3.0 grade point average to be nominated for the Wendy’s High School Heisman Award. They must also be role 
models and leaders at their school and perform in at least one school-sponsored sport. 
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The pivotal Fox Sports Films documentary, 89 Blocks, follows the 2016 Flyers football team, weaving a story about the East St. 
Louis community through the lens of the players and coaches. With executive producers LeBron James and Maverick Carter, 
the film aired November 26, 2017 on Fox. Check local TV listings for additional air times of 89 Blocks.

Sports 
Illustrated 
Documentary 
on East St. Louis 
Flyers

United Way Campaign
This is a landmark year for United Way Campaign giving! Thank you, everyone! Each gift, at every level, helped us reach our 
goal - over $21,000. Last year, we had one campus break the $2,000 giving level and this year we had two campuses to do 

so! Let’s give a special shout out to the following schools:

•	 Avant	Elementary	School

       “Best Campus Supporter” Award Winner! Raised $2,701!
•	 Mason/Clark	Middle	School

       “Most Improved” Award Winner! Raised $2,078!
•	 Wyvetter	Younge	Alternative	Center

       “Small but Mighty” Award Winner! 
         With only 28 full-time staff, they raised $1,370.52!

District 189 students participate in youth service projects throughout the school year. Here are a few recent highlights:
• Mason/Clark Middle School students collected 110 cans of food and other non-perishable items for residents of the 

Joseph Center, a homeless shelter for veterans in East St. Louis as part of their Veteran’s Day service project. They also 
welcomed veterans into their social science classrooms and conducted interviews with them to learn more about their 
service to America. 

• 21st Century Afterschool Program at Eastside collected over 60 items of donations for Hygiene Awareness Month 
benefiting Call for Help, Inc. 

• Students from the Career and Technical Education (CTE) program helped support Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

Kudos to all our youth for thinking about others, providing service and for valuing others!

Students Learning through Service
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Let’s make this one of our best 
and brightest years ever!

Shine your school year online using 
social media with your school’s hashtag:

#shine189honeybears
#shine189thundercats

#shine189cadets
#shine189eagles

#shine189officertigers
#shine189knights

#shine189lincolntigers
#shine189cardinals

#shine189flyers
#shine189owls

#SHINE189
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